
CHARLESTOWN HERITAGE COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
Tuesday, 24 May, 2011, 7:00 pm

Bakery Building, Main Street, Charlestown, NH

Present:  Terry Spilsbury, Wesley VanVelsor, Eric Lutz, Carol Clark; Alternates: Aare Ilves, Sue
Richardson

Absent:  Joyce Higgins, Barbara Jones

The Charlestown Heritage Commission was called to order at 7:02 pm by Chairperson Terry
Spilsbury.  Aare and Sue were seated as alternates in place of Joyce and Barbara.

1. Eric made a motion that the minutes for the 26 April, 211 meeting be approved.  It was
seconded by Aare and unanimously passed.

Members reviewed Carol’s expanded notes from the May 16th special meeting and, after a
discussion of the appropriate scope of those minutes, she was asked to provide an abbreviated
version to be presented for approval at the next meeting.

2.  Aare gave a year-to-date breakdown for each Heritage Commission account by budget line
item, Warrant Article, and savings account.  So far, the only expense from the $1,500 town
budget line item is $9.64 for postage.  Expenses from the $4,000 appropriated by Warrant Article
for both 2010 and 2011 are $949.53.

3.  There is not much new to report regarding the Third Town History project.  Eric stated that he
talked with Randall Publishing to request another quote for a book type that would be similar to
the Second Charlestown History in format, rather than a “coffee table” style book.

4.  Wes said that the person who was going to construct a bench prototype has not been well, but
still plans to proceed hopefully before our next meeting.  The bench is planned to be a
combination of metal and wood.

5.  Eric and Aare attended the Select Board meeting last week on behalf of the Tree Committee
and obtained approval to proceed with the landscape project at the town’s bulletin board and
Dan’s.  Bid notices have gone out.  There will be a public meeting on June 1 at 4pm regarding
the project.  Aare said that they plan to first use the money granted by the Trustees of Trust
Funds and private donations and then use money from the Heritage Commission savings
account.   Aare showed a site plan.  Any further funds used to improve the north end of Main
Street will come from the Tree Committee’s “project” budget line.

The draft response letter that Terry wrote to the Tree Committee was reviewed.  After one minor
edit, Carol made a motion to send the letter, seconded by Sue, and all members present gave their
approval, with the abstention of Tree Committee members Eric and Aare.

6.  Terry handed out copies of the flyer that he gave to Ms. Ingalls regarding the 7th grade essay
contest.  Ms. Ingalls was planning to present the project today, the 24th, and expects essays to be



completed by June 3rd.  Presentation of the winning essays is scheduled for the Historical Society
meeting on June 19th.  Judges will be Terry, Carol and either Eric or Sue, depending on their
availability.  Carol will construct the certificates and the awards will be in cash.

7.  Eric gave details regarding upcoming events at the Fort at #4.  He said that hundreds of
students will be visiting the Fort over the next few weeks.

8.  Wes has no new information regarding the housing of the cannon, but he will check in with
Doug Ring on occasion to see the progress and offer help.

9.  Eric said it has been quiet regarding the windows/doors for the Town Hall due to fire
regulations that the town is researching.  A report from an engineer on the status of the Town
Hall is scheduled to come out the end of this week.  Eric said that he believes someone is looking
into the mortar repair/replacement at Silsby Library.

10.  Joyce has submitted an article for the June issue of Our Town regarding the Third History
deadlines.  The Commission will submit an article for the July issue with details about the 7th

grade essay contest winners and include a photo.  Carol will ask Pat Royce to provide a deadline
for the July submission.

11.  Carol will draft a brief reply to a letter received from a Charlestown resident regarding the
benches.

The next Heritage Commission meeting is scheduled for June 28th, 7pm at the Bakery building.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:12.

Carol Clark
Secretary
Unapproved minutes


