FIRE DEPARTMENT 

The year 2004 was a busy year in many different ways.  Gary Wallace retired in March as Fire Chief and remains an active member of the department.  We thank him for his years of service as Fire Chief.

Several grants were applied for through Homeland Security.  We received $36,000 worth of equipment through these grants.  Items received were (4) 2000-watt generators with lighting units attached, air bag system for rescue purposes, (12) spare air pack bottles and (5) mobile digital radios for the fire apparatus.

The members of the Fire Department also raised $14,000 through fundraisers and private donations to purchase a thermal imager camera for fire and rescue.  We would like to thank all those who contributed to the purchase of the camera, without all of you this would not have happened.  We also were able to construct an addition to the garage at the fire station for cold storage.  We thank the many area businesses that donated materials to complete this project.

During 2004, the Charlestown Fire Department responded to 218 emergency calls including:



· 70 motor vehicle accidents


· 33 automatic fire alarms

· 26 mutual aid request

· 20 smoke investigations

· 20 medical assist

· 15 fuel/chemical spills

· 10 structure fires

· 9 miscellaneous calls

· 6 water problems

· 5 brush fires

· 4 automobile fires

One of our goals for 2005 is to purchase a cascade system for the fire station.  This consists of an air compressor, (4) cascade bottles and a filling station.  This will enable us to fill air pack bottles in our station.  Currently we have to travel out of town at all hours of the day and night to fill these bottles.  We look forward to your support on this article.

Respectfully Submitted

Gary Stoddard, Fire Chief
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