IN MEMORIAM

The Selectboard dedicates its 2004 Annual Report to Oscar J. Makinen who was an integral part of Charlestown’s town affairs for over 25 years.  From the time he moved to town in 1966 to his relocation to Walpole in 2003, his life revolved around politics.  During his first term as Selectman in the early 70’s, he spent many a night huddled near the pot-bellied woodstove in the Old Town Hall working on various town projects.  He often told of the “drive by” method of assessing used back in those years.

Not only did Oscar volunteer himself for numerous positions needed to run the town, he had a knack for convincing others to do so as well.  On more than one occasion, he actually paid the $1.00 filing fee for a candidate knowing full well that he could persuade his handpicked individual to come around to his way of thinking.

Computers and Oscar Makinen were synonymous.  Never did you see the man without his IBM cards readily available in his shirt pocket.  Over the years, he assisted just about every department with its computer needs.  Whenever the town offices needed to upgrade computers, Oscar was there to write the specifications for the new equipment.  The older models would be relocated to other departments such as highway and ambulance, where Oscar would set up useful applications for those areas.  He created the first computer generated checklist and ambulance-billing system.

Oscar’s sense of fairness was the impetus that led the Water and Sewer Commissioners to arrange the installation of the first water meters back in the early 1980’s.  Oscar’s ingenuity made it possible for the Town of Charlestown to purchase hundreds of used meters from the city of Keene.

Besides serving as Selectman/Water and Sewer Commissioner, Oscar also volunteered his time and talent to the Planning Board, Finance Committee, Conservation Commission, Zoning Board of Adjustment and Zoning and Planning Regulation Committee.  In 1977 he was appointed the first Building Inspector and Zoning Administrator of Charlestown.  In 2004, we bid farewell to Oscar J. Makinen, whose community mindedness and government involvement will not soon be forgotten in the annals of Charlestown.

