
BUILDING/FIRE & HEALTH INSPECTOR

As Building/Fire & Health Inspector for the past seven years it has again been a pleasure to work with the citizens of Charlestown.  I want to commend Bud, the part-time deputy, on a job well done.  He is a pleasure to work with.  In general the citizens comply with the rules and regulations of ICC and cooperate in obtaining permits through the Selectmen’s Office. A list of rules and permit fees are available to anyone.  The state ICC books are available for review in the Selectmen’s Office and the Library for interested parties.

The Town of Charlestown is a member of ICC (International Code Council) The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) and National Electrical Code.

This past year there were 230 building permits issued for additions, alterations and renovations to residential and commercial structures.  There have been several permits issued for upgrading of electricity and plumbing.  For new construction we had 12 new frame homes, several modular and manufactured homes.  I work closely with contractors, electricians and plumbers to bring all structures up to ICC code.  There have been many code changes this past year.  

It is now mandatory to file an application to install oil burning equipment RSA 153:5.  Inspections for foster/day care and town buildings are done on a regular basis.  The Bakery Building now has a handicapped ramp. 

Permit fees in 2004 brought in $14,465.80, to offset the cost associated with building inspections.  

Each October I attend a weeklong seminar in Springfield, Mass in order to stay current with new changes in codes, rules and regulations in the building and health departments. I also attend state meetings for electrical/plumbing and building/health/fire code enforcement.

Please note that any new homes, additions, basement finish or interior closed wall construction with rough plumbing or electrical concealed, must be inspected before the wall finish is installed.  A final inspection is required before occupancy.

The position of Building Inspector/Code Enforcement Officer is part time only.  As such, I am available two days each week – Mondays and Wednesdays from 4:30 PM to 6:00 PM.  In the summer months, I am generally in the office around 1 PM on the same weekdays. 

Respectfully submitted – Robert R. Rivard
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